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Aloha BIRMA members, Am I the only one that thinks 2015 is roaring past us like a train out of
control?

We are in our FORTH month of 2015 and I look back and ask – what have I done so far this 
year? The answer is simple (for me) I've been having fun! I sincerely hope all our readers are enjoying 
the year so far..

Also I still say - If you haven't seen “American Sniper” yet, I highly 
recommend it, an exciting movie!

Our next meeting is April 18th at the home of David Moore – Hilo side

32-353 Piha Kahuku Rd Ninole, HI 96773

The Board meeting starts at 10:30.  The general meeting will be about noon and

will open with the Pledge of Allegiance.



Presidents Corner

Welcome to 2015.  Our new year has gotten off to a good start.  Our hosts, Al and Jackie 
Lamke, returned from their hunting trip and was ready to see us into the new year graciously offering 
their home for our February meeting.  The weather cooperated and everyone attending had a very good 
time.  The view was splendid overlooking the Kona airport and the beautiful Pacific Ocean.  As always,
the menu was superbly prepared and enjoyed by everyone.

Our first board meeting was started on time.  Old business was discussed including the Flag 
burning ceremony and disposal of old flags.  We discussed putting together a new brochure for 
advertising our organization.

I was able to attend the Purple Heart monument dedication on Friday, February 27.  This 
beautiful memorial pays tribute to our combat-wounded veterans and those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice for our great nation.  Our member Dale E. Wilson, Commander, Big Island Chapter 731 was 
the organizer of this event and also a Purple Heart recipient.



Big Island Retired Military Association
Home of Al and Jackie Lamke

Kona
February 21, 2015

Board of Directors Meeting (BOD)

Meeting was called to order at 1043.

Board attendees:  Skip Hickey, Neal Herbert, Jim Traxler, Harriet Owens, Joe Meszaros, Bill Tilton, 
Kathy Tilton, Frank Dickinson, and Al Lamke.

A motion to accept the minutes dated 11/1/2014 as published in the December 2014 Bulletin was 
approved.

The Board reviewed and approved the Treasurer’s Report summarized as follows:
   Checking Balance       2/21/15          $5,277.94

A detailed Treasurer's Report was available for review.
Committee Reports:
*Scholarship-  Harriet will continue to use newspaper, bulletins, personal contact with school 
administrators, etc to insure that we advertise our scholarship effectively. There was input on this issue 
that Harriet will use as appropriate.

*Welfare- No report. 

*Membership- Kathy reported we have 116 members with spouses. (7 new members signed up at the 
Christmas party). Neal reported that most dues are paid up to date with a couple exceptions.
 
*Faded Glory- There was a clarification that we will follow the formal ceremony by disposing of a 
representative flag in a military steel pot and having a crematorium retire the remaining flags. This will 
be executed soon and members are asked to provide any flags to Joe for retirement. 

*Legislative- There was discussion about “Tricare Prime” and some proposed changes that makes it a 
big issue for retirees.  The Veterans organizations are taking a strong stand on proposed changes that 
increase the cost to retirees.  Jim announced that a Veteran's Townhall will be held at the VFW in Kona 
on March 4th from 1130-1330.

*Publicity-There was a discussion about how well the BIRMA website is working and our use of the 
internet for publicity.  Improvements will be coming. Good comments, so far. 

*Programs- There was consensus that the Christmas Party was a great success with good food, nice 
gifts and a fun program. A special thanks from everyone to Harry and Marie Correa for coordinating 
and running this event.  The upcoming programs are as follows:       
   
      April -  Dave and Sophie Moore will host the luncheon.  Details to follow.



      December Christmas Party- Jim and Carol offered to host it in their home. 

*Other Items - Mauna Lani Christmas Tree Charity presented $180.00 to BIRMA for our entry. Thanks 
again to Al and Jackie for leading and organizing this annual event and they volunteered to coordinate 
it again next year.

Jim requested BIRMA provide a small plaque to represent our organization to be displayed at the VFW 
facility in Kona.

The meeting was adjourned by Joe Meszaros at 1140 hours.

General Membership Meeting

Meeting called to order at 1215 hours

Pledge of allegiance was followed by a presentation by a representative of “Hawaii Island Recovery” 
which is a Personalized Treatment and Unique Care Facility

The 50/50 was won by Yolanta Wehmeier.  $23 went to BIRMA and Yolanta donated $24 to the 
scholarship fund.

The meeting was adjourned at 1330 hours.



The following is the menu for 4/18/15 - $10 per person:

Pasta / Spaghetti

Tomato Sauce
Meatballs 

Parmesan cheese
Garlic Bread

Salad & Dressings
Veggie

Dessert

Vintage box wine
Local beer on tap

Coffee

Need final count by Tue, Apr 14th

DIRECTIONS to Event:
32-353
Piha Kahuku Rd
Ninole, HI 96773

From Hilo - Hwy 19 approx MM 18.5 Ninole sign on right, turn left(mauka) onto Old 
Mamalahoa highway. Turn right at "T".

Second Piha Kahuku Rd sign (the GREEN, county sign) turn left, at guardrail.



From Kona/Laupahoehoe - Hwy 19 to Hilo approx. MM 19, Ninole,
Waikaumalo Park sign on right, turn right (mauka) onto Old Mamalahoa highway.

About 1/2 mile cross the white wooden bridge, park will be on your right. Past
park turn right,  at guardrail onto Piha Kahuku Rd (the GREEN, county sign).

Up about a mile and a half. Rock Drive goes diagonally to left. Green Private Drive  /  
red MakanaMaiKaLani signs on pole with 32-353 below. 

Turn left onto drive.
Left thru open gate at the red/white/blue Cottage and follow concrete drive to main house
- pink with blue roof. 

Park considerately of others please. Parking available both sides of garage and in field 
off main drive. Limited Handicap spaces at house. Please observe the NO PARKING 
areas.

The dogs (Boxers) will probably announce your arrival.  

My (David Moore) Cell is (808)937-4599.



Guest Speaker:

Our guest speaker for BIRMA luncheon meeting on Saturday, April 18th is Jim Kauahikaua, Scientist-in-
charge of the USGS Hawaiian Volcano Observatory. 

On Sunday, March 1, 2015, the Hawaii Tribune Herald wrote an article about him with his photo.  Jim’s

research has been focused on magnetic, gravity and electrical resistivity studies of Hawaiian volcanoes

and techniques for assessing lava flow hazards and quantifying lava flow emplacement.

During the past 10 years, he coordinated HVO ‘s response to a number of significant volcanic and 

seismic events on the Big Island. These included the 2004-5 Mauna Loa unrest, the 2005 destructive 

Kiholo Bay earthquake and on Kilauea, the 2008 explosive opening of the summit vent within 

Halema’uma’u Crater and the 2011 Kamoanmoa fissure eruption, in addition to the ongoing East Rift 

Zone (Pu’u ‘O’o) eruption.

Jim co-authored:

 “The Story of the Hawaiian Volcano Observatory – A Remarkable First 100 years of Tracking 

Eruptions and Earthquakes.”



Contribution to Editors Corner:

Investments

If you had purchased $1,000 of shares in Delta Airlines 5 years ago, you would have $49 .00 
today! 

If you had purchased $1,000 of shares in AIG 5 years ago, you would have $33.00 today! 

If you had purchased $1,000 of shares in Lehman Brothers 5 years ago, you would have 
$0.00 today! 

But, if you had purchased $1,000 worth of beer one year ago, drank all the beer, then turned 
in the aluminum cans for the recycling refund, you would have received $214.00. 

Based on the above, the best current investment plan is to drink heavily & recycle. It is called 
the 401-Keg.

And as a bonus... 

A recent study found that the average American walks about 900 miles a year. 

Another study found that on average Americans drink 22 gallons of alcohol a year. That 
means that the average American gets about 41 miles to the gallon! 

Makes you damned proud to be an American!!

NOTE:  Please do not Drink & Drive! 


