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AUGUST MEETING 

Aloha BIRMA members. This is my (Frank) first attempt at a News Letter so to be safe, I will 
apologize in advance for any mistakes I might make in this issue. I also want to express my feelings 
about how I feel about BIRMA and what we do. Though I’ve only been a member for a few years, it is 
one of the few organizations I feel strongly about and support. That said, time to move on to important 
things.

The 4th of July parade was, as always, a treat, mainly because continue to provide our 
community with something they all enjoy. We are showing support for our own 'brothers & sisters' as 
well as the community at large. It is a good feeling for me and the others with me on this day of 
celebration when we see the smiling faces and hear the cheers and clapping hands as we pass. The 
appreciation and respect the majority of the people show us is heart felt and makes me wonder why we 
often find a few anti military folks that choose to complain about the presence of the Military on our 
island. 

I think the warmth we are met with when attend these functions reflect the genuine feelings of 
the people being expressing them, NOT the few that have no clue of what we are about, what we have 
done in the past and continue to do for our community.



Our next meeting will be August 23rd on Hilo Side at the home of  

Harry & Marie Correa.

Directions: The Correa residence is located at 18-4310 North Peck Road, Mountain View, HI 96771. 
Their phone number is 968-0995. 
On Highway 11 between mile marker 15 and 16, from Hilo turn right, or left from Volcano, on Peck 
Road at the BIRMA sign. Proceed straight ahead within 2 miles and turn right at the BIRMA sign. 
Follow the driveway and parking is on and around the circular driveway.  
All members are invited and encouraged to attend.  See menu below.

RSVP required via eMail to Me (Frank) or call Harry & Marie.  By the 20th of August!

Presidents Corner

The Board will meet at 10:30.  The general meeting will be about noon and will open with the Pledge 
of Allegiance.

Our last meeting was held at the home of James and Carol Traxler.  The 'theme' was Hawaiian, due in 
part to the majority of his family being present and he was willing to share their valuable time together 
with us. As always Jim and Carol put out a spread that was above and beyond what we all expected. 
Though many of us had met some of their family at other functions, it was great meeting the rest of this
interesting group. 

The newly elected officers were announced for the new fiscal year.  They are as follows: President--
Joseph Meszaros, Vice President--Al Lamke, Secretary--James Traxler and Treasurer--Neal Herbert.

As the new President, I have attended a meeting with Mazie Hirono regarding Veteran Health care 
issues and a meeting with Duke Aiona which was more on Veteran issues for the future, specifically for
the island of Hawaii.

The Flag burning ceremony is canceled for the next meeting.  We will discuss further how we will 
complete this endeavor.  The island of Hawaii is a NO BURN island and to complete this task will 
require some containment needs.





BIRMA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING AGENDA

August 23, 2014

Call meeting to order –10:30 a.m.
Secretary –August 23, 2014, Read and discuss meetings of June 2014 meeting.
Treasurer—Treasurer’s report
Committees:

 Welfare

 Scholarship
o Discuss advertising

o Increase of amount/More member involvement

 Membership
o New fiscal year for membership dues

 Faded Glory
o Discussion on Burning or other alternatives

 Legislative

 Publicity
o Getting the word out 

 Programs
Hosts for remainder of 2014/Look into new year 2015
Guest speaker from Electric Company (no name provided at this date) to discuss

alternate sources of electricity

PX in Hilo Manager on store items and catalog/order items
Commander of American Legion Post 3

Other items from the floor
Discussion of Web Site
New business

Adjourn

Lunch:

 LUNCHEON MENU

Whole Roasted Lemon - Garlic Turkey
Whole Roasted Ham with Tropical Lilikoi Glaze

Cheese Plate
Assorted Homemade Breads and Rolls

Homemade Potato Salad
Lettuce, Tomato Fixings

Harry's Chinese Almond Good Luck Cookies
Ice Cream Cake

Beverages

Cost = $10.00



Big Island Retired Military Association
Traxler’s Home - Kona

June 21, 2014

Board of Directors Meeting in June

Meeting was called to order at 1030.

Board attendees:  Skip Hickey, Al Lamke, Jim Traxler, Harriet Owens, Joe Meszaros, Antonio Gaspar, 
Dave Bateman, Harry Correa, Bill and Kathy Tilton.

A motion to accept the minutes dated 4/26/2014 as published in the June 2014 Bulletin was approved.

The Board reviewed and approved the Treasurer’s Report summarized as follows:
   Checking Balance       04/26/14             $4,422.15

Committee Reports
*Scholarship- The 2014 Scholarship will be presented today.

*Welfare- No report

*Membership- Kathy reported we have 110 members. Kathy asked for some of our current pamphlets 
and the BOD discussed ideas concerning BIRMA promotions, Ads, etc.
  
*Publicity-No Report- Frank Dickinson has volunteered to take over responsibility for the Bulletin and 
publicity.

*Legislative- Dave Bateman discussed the Veterans Court Bill passing through the Legislature. 

*Faded Glory- Additional flags have been collected.  The next flag retirement ceremony is planned 
August 23, 2014 meeting.

*Programs- Harry Correa discussed some details of the upcoming Christmas Party.  There will be more 
information in the next Bulletin. The upcoming programs are as follows:

August 23- Harry and Marie Correa’s home, Mountain View
October 18- Al and Jackie Lamke’s home, Kailua Kona

December 13- Christmas Party, Hilo, Nani Mau Gardens & Restaurant (Details TBA).

Other Items:

*Mayor’s Veteran’s Advisory Committee report- Jim Traxler reported the latest Committee meeting 
was canceled.  This is a pattern.

*There was open discussion about military discounts and how to get the information out to members. A
BIRMA website was also discussed. No action was taken.

*The BOD approved the proposed changes to the By-laws in detail and made some minor changes.  



*Al and Jackie will be the points of contact for the 4th of July Parade for Kona.  We are planning for a 
large truck anticipating about 10-15 people.

*There was a short report on the PTA Vet’s meeting.  All agreed this type of dialogue needs to continue.

The meeting was adjourned by Skip Hickey at 1130 hours.

General Membership Meeting

Meeting called to order at 1215 hours

Pledge of allegiance was followed by the presentation of the BIRMA-Mark Allen Traxler Scholarship 
to Reid Daugherty.

The membership voted on and approved the slate of Officers for 2014-15 as follows:

 
President- Joe Meszaros
Vice-President – Al Lamke
Secretary – Jim Traxler
Treasurer – Neal Herbert

 
Officers were sworn in by Skip Hickey.

The General Membership approved the change in By-Laws as published in the Bulletin.



Mike Gussenhoven (guest) won the 50/50 drawing and donated an additional $56.00 to our Scholarship
recipient, Reid Daugherty.

Meeting adjourned at 1230 hours.

*The meeting was followed by a Luau. Attendance with BIRMA members, Traxler Family, and guests 
was 52.


