BIRMA Bulletin

December 2014

Published Bi-Monthly for Members of the Big Island Retired Military Association
Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, Coast Guard
December Meeting

Aloha BIRMA members, we are on the downhill side of 2014. This will be our last Newsletter
this year. We made it through the latest election cycle with few surprises, sadly. Regardless, a new year
will bring new and possibly great things.
I hope you all don't mind if I continue to use an American symbol of our freedom as an 'opening
statement' on my newsletter(s). I have spend all of my adult years 'serving' our flag in one way or
another and will do so as long as I am able.
I firmly believe that we will fail as a free country if we aren't able to convince our young voters
that they NEED to stand up and be counted. Their VOTE will be what keeps us strong. I tell every
young person I meet that it is THEIR DUTY to make educated decisions when it comes to who they
honor with their vote.

Our next meeting will be December 13th on Hilo Side at the Nani Mau Gardens
Members and guests are invited to arrive early and tour the gardens.

There is NO Board meeting. The general meeting will be about noon and will open
with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Presidents Corner

Our next meeting will be held December 13, 2014 at Nani Mau Gardens & Restaurant in Hilo.
The address is 421 Makalika Street, Hilo, HI 96720. We would like to have our number of participants
by December 3. Directions will be posted. The gardens are enjoyable and open at 10:00a.m. Lunch
will be served around 12:00. We expect everyone will have a good time. In lieu of a program, we will
have a gift exchange following the meal. Information has been sent regarding this. This is not
mandatory participation, but is a lot of fun.
We met in the new location for the VFW in Kona on November 1. We had a good turnout in
spite of the change because of weather conditions that Iselle brought to us. We had a delicious spaghetti
meal. I thought we were at Olive Garden. We are very forgiving when it comes to food and
camaraderie.
In the board meeting we discussed what is happening in our one person committees. All
member input is welcome to suggest what they would like us to incorporate. We have voted to have
our 2015/16 memorial scholarship increased to $2,000. We would like to see our membership grow.
We would like suggestions for our programs and places to meet in the future. We encourage everyone
to get the word out. If you need more information as to what requirements are for scholarship or
membership, please feel free to contact a board member.
Our program at this gathering was all about Habitat for Humanity. There was a very
informative presentation by Susan Kusa, Kona. Also she had one of their recipients, a veteran, Chuck
Macanui. Many questions were asked and answered rather quickly via email. Hopefully answers are
published further in the newsletter. We also invited Lora Scott from the Family Assistance Center
National Guard who brought in Hawaii Disaster Preparedness binder books and other little advertising
items provided.
We do have a newly established website. The website is www.BIRetiredMilitary.org. Feel free
to comment (Member Log In page). Until we get the membership set up fully, all you can do is peruse
for information, enjoy and comment. Thank you for looking. Though we are still making changes, we
want it to be for you our members and those who have computers or access to them. Believe it or not,
this is even educating me.

Our February meeting will be at the home of Al and Jackie Lamke, Kailua-Kona.

Big Island Retired Military Association
Veteran’s of Foreign Wars Post 12122
Kona
November 1, 2014
Board of Directors Meeting (BOD)
Meeting was called to order at 1035.
Board attendees: Skip Hickey, Neal Herbert, Jim Traxler, Harriet Owens, Joe Meszaros, Harry Correa,
Kathy Tilton, Frank Dickinson, and Dave Bateman
A motion to accept the minutes dated 08/23/2014 as published in the October 2014 Bulletin was
approved.
The Board reviewed and approved the Treasurer’s Report summarized as follows:
Checking Balance
11/21/2014
$4,771.49
Neal requested $35.00 plus tax for a bouquet for Veteran’s Day on the East side and it was approved.
Committee Reports
*Scholarship- Harriet will insure that we advertise the scholarship through the Vet groups as well as
the schools. There was a short discussion about ways to improve the distribution of information about
our scholarship. Harriet will use this info as appropriate.
*Welfare- No report.
*Membership- Kathy reported we have 110 members (No new members). Kathy clarified that all dues
should go to Neal- not Kathy.
*Faded Glory- There was agreement that we will follow the formal ceremony by disposing of a
representative flag in a military steel pot and having a crematorium retire the remaining flags. This will
be executed at the first meeting of 2015.
*Legislative- Dave Bateman briefed the BOD on a State House Bill that will provide preferential
advantage to Veterans involved in state procurement of goods and/or services. He will continue to push
this bill and is looking for ways to get more backing from organizations and individuals.
*Publicity-There was a discussion about how well the BIRMA website is working. Improvements will
be coming. Good comments, so far.
*Programs- Harry Correa discussed details of the upcoming Christmas Party. The requested budget was
approved. The upcoming programs are as follows:
December 13- Christmas Party, Hilo, Nani Mau Gardens and
Restaurant.
February /April - Both Dave and Sophie Moore or Al and
Jackie Lamke have expressed interest.
*Other Items-Mauna Lani Christmas Tree Charity will be coming up in early December. There will

be more information coming.
The meeting was adjourned by Joe Meszaros at 1142 hours.
General Membership Meeting
Meeting called to order at 1215 hours
Pledge of allegiance was followed by two presentations as addressed separately in the bulletin
The 50/50 was won by Paula Gillespie. $35 went to BIRMA and $35 to Paula
The meeting was adjourned at 1345 hours.

Aloha Joseph,
Mahalo for your support of Habitat for Humanity West Hawai‘i and for allowing us share our mission
with BIRMA. It was a pleasure attending lunch and sharing information about our affiliate and our
Veterans Initiative with your organization. I wanted to take the opportunity to thank everyone for their
questions and provide a follow up to what was asked. My apologies if this is an incomplete list, feel
free to contact me again if I am missing anything.
Here are the questions that I recalled from the meeting:
Besides income criteria and ability to perform sweat equity hours what other factors determine
someone’s eligibility for a home? –There are three main criteria in determining eligibility: need,
willingness to partner (i.e. sweat equity), and ability to pay a mortgage (approximately $350 to $450
per month).
If a veteran starts volunteering now can they begin to log sweat equity hours if they decide to
later apply for a home? No, they have to be qualified and selected as a partner family before they can
begin to log sweat equity hours.
Can fellow vets volunteer and have it go to another vet’s sweat equity hours? Yes, a homeowner’s
sweat equity hours include those hours performed by themselves, their family, or their “Ohana” (family
and friends.)
In what ways can all of the veterans’ organizations expedite the process for more homes to be
available to veterans? This is a great question; one of the main things that one can do is advocate for
affordable housing for veterans so more funds are available. This can be accomplished in a number of
ways, such as talking to congress and local government entities, getting the word out about affordable
housing issues specific to veterans, and joining forces with our affiliate to become part of our mission.
An example of information that should be widely spread in order to advocate for veterans are facts like
these: nearly 4 million veteran households pay more than 30% of income for housing, more than 1.5
million of these households pay more than 50% of income for housing, nearly 1 million veterans who
own homes are severely cost burdened. Additionally a substantial subset of veterans struggles
economically; approximately 1.4 million veterans live in poverty (source: Habitat for Humanity
International, 2014 Affiliate Summit)
How does DHHL fit into the equation, specifically for veterans? DHHL owns much of the land on
the Island of Hawaii and this land in leased to native Hawaiians (50% or more native Hawaiian blood
line) If you are a native Hawaiian and currently a vet that does not own a land you must apply for a lot
through DHHL and then once you are granted that you can then apply for a home. Most of the homes
we have built since we have been open have been either in conjugation with DHHL land or the land is
already owned by our partner families. Recently our affiliate has begun to offer lots and homes as a
package in Kamakoa Nui in Waikoloa Village, orientation for the next available lots will begin around Fall of
2015.

What about the vets on the other side of the Island? As mentioned there is currently a small affiliate
located in Hilo, so our affiliate does not build on that side of the island. If a veteran living on the East
side of the island is interested in the services of Habitat we can help to facilitate the application
process.
I hope that I have answered all of the questions that were brought up during the meeting. Again thank
you and I hope that our organizations can form a partnership moving forward.
Mahalo,
Susan Kusa
www.habitatwesthawaii.org

MERRY CHRISTMAS BIRMA
Once again, information about upcoming “Christmas Party” ! We hope to see you all at the party
and participate in a gift exchange.
So far we have 50 people signed up, still room for more...
Remember we are having a 'gift exchange' if you want to participate, please remember to bring a
wrapped gift. ALSO – If you would like to donate something for 'door prizes' they will be welcome.
Bottles of wine, gift cards or any other things that you would like to 're-gift', this is the perfect time
to do it.
In terms of RSVP for Christmas – Sign-up time is over. If you have questions, members can email
Harry at menehune.kahuna@gmail.com or call at 968-0995.
Christmas Gathering
The following is the menu for $20 per person:
PLUMERIA
Island Buffet Menu
Rock Salt Crusted Roast Pork
pan style gravy
Grilled Mahi Mahi
caper lemon butter
Hibachi Boneless Chicken
pineapple relish
Steamed Rice & Vegetables
Garlic Mash Potatoes
Garden Salads
Beverage Service
coffee, ice tea, soft drinks
Note: Alcohol beverages available - members and guests are to purchase on their own.

Info from Harry regarding the entertainment at our Christmas meeting:
“Friends of ours, Dennis and Christy Soares are two local entertainers who are winners of the 2010
Hawaii Music Awards and 5 time winners of the Big Island Music Awards performing a blend of pop,
slack key, and original material.
They will start playing around 11:30 then break for lunch and resume playing after their break.

PLEASE remember if you wish to participate in the “GIFT EXCHANGE” you MUST "Bring a gift to
get a gift" ($10 value) to the Christmas Party.
There will also be little elf gifts under the tree and gift certificates to give away.
If you have something you would like to donate to this effort, feel free to bring it - gift wrapped. This
would be a great time to “RE-GIFT” some of those items you have been fortunate enough to receive
over the use and have had ABSOLUTELY NO USE FOR!!
I have been asked for my scalloped corn recipe so here it is:
Creamed Corn Casserole
2 cans creamed corn
2 cans (or 3 cups frozen) corn
4 eggs
½ cup milk
½ cup shredded cheese of choice (not mozzarella)
1 heaping cup of “Townhouse or Ritz” crackers
4 tbsp butter
Salt & Pepper to taste
Dupe everything into a 2 quart casserole, mix and put in micro wave about 30 minutes at
Medium. Remove, stir then do it again OR put in oven at 350 for 30 minutes (this will brown the top
also). Experiment, make it yours. Add more or fewer crackers to make it drier or moist. I sprinkle
Parmesan on top before baking...

