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Aloha! The year is flying by and it seems there is no way to slow it down! We all have our
goals and I hope you are all having success with yours. For myself, getting up in the morning and
seeing my image in the mirror is my first step to success each day.
Not sure if any of you have noticed the weather of late, to some it my be warmer than usual but
to me it is just plain HOT! The humidity is the killer but regardless, it's a pain in the butt, we even
turned our air conditioner on for the first time this year. All that said, we are about to enjoy each others
company once more. Hope everyone can make it, Hilo side this time! See below for more information!

REMINDER - Aug 29, is our next meeting date, is the 5th Saturday, NOT the
normal 4th Saturday
.

The Board meeting starts at 10:30. The general meeting will be about noon and
will open with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Presidents Corner

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Here we are in August 2015, year has gone by rather quickly. The heat is on, but now we have
cooler weather to look forward to.
Our last Board meeting took place at the VFW in Kona. Some members were taking their much
needed vacations. Those who attended decided to delay the acceptance of previous minutes. Our
attendance may have been light, but the food was fantastic with rotisserie chicken as the main course.
We recognized guests after our Pledge of Allegiance before the meal. Diane Ramsey,
speaker/presenter, was present. She is a new addition to the Veteran’s Affairs office in Kona who spoke
briefly on her duties and what she hopes to accomplish with her employment. We also recognized our
guest Colonel “Jake” Peterson who brought his wife Shelly and son Bo. Not to put him on the spot as a
speaker/presenter, he also contributed to the brief, informal, question and answer discussion regarding
Puhakaloa Training Camp. After the lunch a plaque was given to the VFW Post Vice-Commander, Pat
Pastor, in appreciation for the Post’s support of BIRMA.
At our next meeting we will be awarding our scholarship for the Academic year 2015 – 16 to
Amy McBride. She will be studying at Hawaii Community College in Hilo with a major in Nursing.
She hopes to become a pediatric nurse. Amy was the Valedictorian of her 2015 graduating class at
Kea’au High School. Her father is retired with 22 years in the United States Marine Corps.
***
Our membership list goes to all members, so if you need a copy of our latest membership
contact list, write to Kathy Tilton at matriarch951@gmail.com.

Big Island Retired Military Association Christopher Camero Memorial VFW Post 12122
– Kailua-Kona June 27, 2015
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes:
The meeting was called to order by President Joe Meszaros at 1040.
Board attendees: Joe Meszaros, Harriet Owens, Dave Bateman, Frank Dickinson, Neal Herbert, Antonio Gaspar.
Minutes – Minutes of the last meeting on April 18, 2015 were reviewed but a motion to approve was not made.
Treasurer’s report - The Board approved of the Treasurer’s Report submitted by Neal. As of June 27, 2015, we
have $6539.42 in our bank account. The 2015 Scholarship funds in the amount of $2,000 are included.
Welfare – No report.
Scholarship – Harriet reported that the selected candidate for this year’s scholarship, Joshua Myrick, has
insufficient funds to go to college this year. Myrick requested that his application be deferred until next year.
Accordingly, the Board approved Amy McBride as the 2015 awardee. Harriet will inform McBride and will
invite her and her parents to the August meeting for presentation of the certificate.
The Board discussed ways to improve marketing and publicity of the BIRMA scholarship to attract more
applicants.
Legislative – Dave noted that the bill to improve veteran business owners’ percentage of state business failed to
go through committee. He will continue to press this initiative.
Membership – We have 114 members, including spouses.
Faded Glory – No report/update.
Programs – The following schedule was tentatively set for the rest of the year:
August 29 – Eagles facility in Hilo. Joe will make arrangements.
October 24 – Venues in Waimea (Neal) and Kona (Frank) are possibilities.
December 12 – Christmas party at the Traxler residence, Kona.
The meeting adjourned at 1140.
General Member Meeting/Luncheon
Joe opened the meeting at 1215, then introduced guests including Diane Ramsey, Kona Veterans
Assistance Office, and LCOL Jacob Peterson, USA, Commander at PTA.
After a good chicken lunch prepared by the VFW Post, Joe Meszaros presented a plaque to the Post ViceCommander, Pat Pastor, in appreciation for the Christopher Camero Memorial VFW Post 12122 support of
BIRMA.

Our next meeting will be held on August 29, 2015 at the Fraternal Order of
Eagles No. 3642 location in Kea’au, HI.

The address is 16-111 OpuKahaia St.
They are Big Island Eagles on Facebook. Directions from Kona: From
Hilo take Hwy 11 east. Turn left onto Hwy 130 just past Shipman
Industrial Park. When two lanes merge to one lane, look for sign to
Eagles after final merge. Turn Right. Road has short hill and ends
where you will see the sign for Eagles. Humane Society is on left side
of road, visible in picture.

DIRECTIONS to Event:

Our guest speaker will be Francis Benevides, Jr. He will be sharing
information on firearms and training courses available. Francis is also an
Electronics and Security Consultant, NRA Handgun Instructor (Civilian and
Law Enforcement) and Range Safety Officer.

The following is the menu for 8/29/15 - $12 per person:
Stuffed Pork Chops
Scalloped Potatoes
Dinner rolls
Salad
Homemade pineapple upside-down cake

There will be a No Host bar (beer, wine & sodas) from 10 AM
until closing

Need final count by Monday, August 24th

Please email or call me – 443-7400 or
Joe Meszaros - 968-7020
*******************************************************************

Side Note:
If you are behind in your dues or want to pay ahead, Annual
membership dues for July 1, 2015 thru June 30, 2016 are now
being collected. Dues are $20.00 for a couple or single; $12.00 for
those 71 years or older. You can pay at any meeting or mail dues to
BIRMA, c/o 224 Paukaa Dr, Hilo HI - 96720

NEW NAME TAGS
New BIRMA name tags (see picture below) are available locally from Wilson’s trophies in Hilo. The
tags are phenolic plastic with either a pin clasp or a magnetic clasp (easier on your clothes). The pin
clasp tag costs $10, the magnetic one is $11 (plus tax). You can order direct by calling Sandy at 9697077, or by e-mail to wilsontrophies@aol.com.
If you wish, Neal Herbert can get these for you and bring to the next BIRMA meeting. Call Neal at
935-1946.

LUNCH RESERVATIONS
Over the past few meetings, several people have made reservations for lunch, but did not show up.
However, in some cases, BIRMA was committed to the headcount given to the host and had to pay for
the absentees.
When possible, we can make last minute adjustments and avoid this expense. However, members are
reminded that they are obligated to reimburse BIRMA in those cases where we must pay.

