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Aloha BIRMA members, June has burst upon us and I have yet to get organized for the year.
My wife and I returned from a fantastic trip to New Zealand a couple of weeks ago and I have yet to
catch up with things I am supposed to do. That is the MAIN reason I am a bit late with the News Letter
this month. My Bad!
Our next meeting is June 27th at the home of VFW – Kona side

74-5543 Kaiwi St
The Board meeting starts at 10:30. The general meeting will be about noon and
will open with the Pledge of Allegiance.
** You may notice that we are missing the minutes from last meeting, was unable to get them at time of
publishing.

Presidents Corner

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As we approach the halfway point of 2015, I must say it has been a great year so far. Our last
meeting was at the home of David and Sophie Moore. It felt like being on top of the world. The view
was marvelous overlooking the Pacific. Our menu was delicious and more than enough food was
served. I enjoyed their three dogs as well.
Our board meeting began on time with all members present. A new brochure to showcase our
organization is in the mix, improvements for flag disposal and discussion on how to bring in more
members. We need hosts and speakers to be scheduled in upcoming meetings. Any ideas from the
membership is appreciated. I’d like to thank Harry and Marie Correa for the years of service to
BIRMA they have provided and the work it takes to put together the place and programs for our
meetings.
May is a good month to celebrate patriotism and to honor our veterans of the past, present, and
future. I attended the Puna District Interfaith Memorial Day Observance on Saturday, May 23, hosted
by Puna Hongwanji Mission in Keaau. It was a beautiful service, flowers were presented not only by
organizations, but also for the families to honor their loved ones. The keynote speaker was Gary
Thomas, Colonel, USAF (retired).
I also attended the memorial service at the Veteran’s No. 1 cemetery in Hilo. The VFW and
Ladies Auxiliary Post 3830, Pahoa, organized the event. BIRMA provided a bouquet along with other
organizations to honor our Veterans. The Memorial Day Address was given by LTC Jacob A. Peterson,
Garrison of Pohakuloa Training Area. Traditional music was provided beautifully by the Hawaii
County Band. Weather was pleasant for both celebrations. This program was videotaped and edited. It
was dispatched on BigIslandvideonews.com. As I mentioned it was edited, and two of our members
were featured. Colonel Peterson’s heartfelt address was also featured.
I also attended the ceremony at KMC in Volcano. Weather was not as cooperative for the
afternoon service, but you get the bagpipe player there. The keynote speaker was Roddy Sueoka,
Office of Veterans services. Pictures were taken from the morning services.
The next meeting will be at the VFW in Kona on June 27, 2015. Look further for directions,
meal menu information and program in this newsletter.

VFW located in the shopping center below:

DIRECTIONS to Event:
74-5543 Kaiwi St
Look for this pavilion. VFW is in the 'shopping area'
Kona, HI 96740
Going West on this street, you turn left!
Going East on this street, you turn right!

The following is the menu for 6/27/15 - $12 per person:
Chicken
Potatoes
Veggies
Salad
Dessert

There will be a No Host bar from 10 AM until closing

Need final count by Monday, June 22nd
Please call me – 443-7400 or
Joe Meszaros - 968-7020

**********************************************************************
Treasurer's Report – 040815
Bank Balance a/o 022115 Mauna Lani Xmas Tree - $180.38
50/50 022115
$47.00
Dues
$48.00
Sub Total

$5,277.94

$275.38

Bank Balance a/o
$5,533.32
**********************************************************
Scholarship Fund
Donations Made
$414.34
Traxler
BIRMA

$1,000
$500

Total Committed to Date:

$1,914.34

Editors Corner:
YES, I'M A SENIOR CITIZEN! WITH LUCK, you might be . . . SOMEDAY!
And, we understand the meaning of patriotism and remember those who fought and died for our
country.
Just look at the Seniors & experienced citizens with tears in their eyes and pride in their hearts as they
stand at attention with their hand over their hearts!
I'm the life of the party..... Even if it lasts until 8 p.m. well maybe 9 p.m. if I had a nap.
I'm very good at opening childproof caps..... With a hammer or dynamite!
I'm awake many hours before my body allows me to get up. I hope you can understand this . . . It isn't
hard!
I'm smiling all the time because I can't hear a thing you're saying.
I'm sure everything I can't find is in a safe secure place, somewhere.
I'm wrinkled, saggy, lumpy, and that's just my left leg.
I'm beginning to realize that aging is not for wimps.
Yes, I'm a SENIOR CITIZEN and I think I am having the time of my life! IF Obama and Biden were
not in office IT WOULD BE BETTER.
Now if I could only remember who sent this to me, I wouldn't send it back to them, but I would send it
to many more too!
Go Green - Recycle CONGRESS!!

