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FEBRUARY 23 LUNCH MEETING

Marilyn’s table decoration at KMC

Our general membership lunch meeting will be at the home of Carol and Jim Traxler in Kona.on
Saturday, February 23 at 1200. We will enjoy a delicious meal:

Stuffed Pork Chops & Roasted Vegetables & Garden Salad & Tiramisu
Wine, beer, soft drinks

Jerry Williams will do a presentation on "Megellan, the Blue Bear. Jerry was a school administrator in
the largest school district in Colorado for 34 years. He served as a principal in both the secondary and
elementary levels. The most notable achievement in his career was developing a program that opened
the world geography to elementary students through a Blue Bear named Magellan. The program was
highly successful and Principal Williams was presented the National Principal of Excellence Award for
his work. Jerry was raised in rural Oklahoma and attended Oklahoma State University, graduating with
a BS in 1960. His masters work was completed at Oklahoma University in cellular biology. A masters
in School Administration was later earned at Colorado University. He also served in the Oklahoma
National Guard in the 45th Army Artillery Division.

Cost is $10. Guests are welcome. The Traxler address is 73-1291 Kaiminani Dr, Kailua-Kona…….
Phone: 557-5833. Email: traxlerj@yahoo.com. Please contact Jim by February 17 if you plan to
attend..Ask Jim who will be attending so you can think about car-pooling to save on gas expenses.
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

AL LAMKE

Aloha all, the holidays are over and I hope every one survived without too much expenditure. Jackie
and I had a quiet Christmas and spent the new year with very little fan fair. We received pictures of kids
and grandson, everyone doing fine. It seems to be colder than normal and feels more like the holidays
back in Montana. I hope everyone is starting to prepare for tax season. I don't know of anyone who
really likes to pay taxes, it is something that has to be done. As of this writing we don't have all of our
W-2's but we are gathering what we can. If everyone doesn't know, AARP has volunteers who will
assist with your return. Hope every is fine and looking forward to seeing all at Feb. meeting. The board
meeting will commence at 1030…all members are invited. Al

ACCESS TO KILAUEA MILITARY CAMP

Good news...as a result of our complaints and a Hawaii Tribune-Herald article last month, Volcanoes
National Park has modified their park entrance policy. Retired military can now gain access to KMC by
showing their ID card at the gate and stating they want to go to KMC to eat, shop at the BX, stay
overnight, etc. This access does not include access/use of the park. If you expect to do anything else at
the park…sightseeing, visitor center, Volcano House and such, you are asked to pay the appropriate
park entrance fee. This is an honor system situation, so please act accordingly.

MEMBER INFORMATION

Members are reminded to visit our website at www.biretiredmilitary.org for all the latest on BIRMA
activities. The Members Only page has special information…our latest membership list, meeting
minutes, by-laws and other important scoop.

MEMBER STORIES

When available, we like to publish a photo and short bio of our members and spouses, especially our
newer ones. This helps us all get to know you a little better. So, don’t be shy…email your story and
picture to nfherbert@twc.com, or by regular mail to 224 Paukaa Dr, Hilo HI 96720…mahalo

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

We will meet on April 27th at the Ninoole home of Sophie & David Moore…details will be in the next
bulletin.
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ADVANCE MAIL NOTIFICATION

The U S Postal Service has a neat free program called Informed Delivery where they send you emails
showing mail that should be delivered to you each day. Go to the USPS web site and click on Quick
Tools for further.information.

CHRISTMAS PARTY

On December 8, 24 members and guests enjoyed a great buffet in Kilauea Military Camp’s Lava
Lounge , including drinks and dessert. Denise Miller, KMC’s party coordinator, and staff did a very nice
job decorating and serving. The raffle - an overnight stay at KMC - was won by Kevin and Lorraine
McCarroll. Many thanks to Marilyn Herbert for making the center pieces and wrapping door prizes.
We had more than two dozen gift cards and certificates worth over $300 graciously donated by Big
Island merchants. It’s important to recognize the businesses that provide these gifts, many do so every
year. So, please, next time you visit the following, thank them for their support to BIRMA:

Big Island Candies - Hilo,,,Big Island Delights - Hilo,,,Privateers Cove Restaurant -
Kona…Quinn’s Restaurant - Kona…Safeway stores…KTA stores….Target stores…Papaaloa
Store - Papaaloa

Christmas tree , grab bag and door prizes Cake by KTA Hilo bakery
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Bob and Al solving the world’s problems Jon and Heidi admiring Sophie’s gift certificate

Lucy and Bob having fun Marilyn and Carol relaxing during overnight stay at KMC
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Al thanking Denise for KMC hospitality Martha with door prize

Scott and Teresa enjoying the good food Annette and Nate putting it away


