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OCTOBER 24 MEETING

CANCELED

PRESIDENT AL LAMKE

Aloha every one, Well things haven't changed very much since last meeting. If you
haven't heard you guys (and gals) are stuck with me for another year. The board decided
last meeting, with the pandemic and low turn out, that the election of officers should be
postponed until next June. It was also decided not to have a scholarship this year! At
some time we will get back to normal. Anyway we had a good time at Jim and Carol's
house and enjoyed fellowship and conversation at the meeting. We have had no
repercussions from the meeting (no one reported getting sick).
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The board decided to have another meeting this month! It will be on Sat. Oct 24th. There
will be no board meeting or business meetings, so we will start at 12:00. We may have a
WW2 vet speak to us. The meeting will be at Al and Jackie's house in Kona; a beef and
BBQ chicken and salad lunch will be provided…$12.00. We will need an exact
count…so please call Al or Jackie at 326-9287 for reservations and directions before the
21st. The address is 73-1137 Ahikawa St. Masks will be optional with social distancing
as much as possible. All members and guests are invited! Hope to see all! Al

ID CARD RENEWAL

All ID card issuing facilities in Hawaii want you to use the Defense Manpower Data
Center’s on-line-RAPIDS appointment scheduler at https://idco.dmdc.osd.mil/idco. On
the Big Island, you need to go to the Army National Guard office at 1304 Kekuanaoa St,
Bldg 643A, Room L103 (located off the Hilo Airport access road, just past the BX). Call
808-844-6601/6607 for info.

NOT TOO OLD TO BE A SHARPSHOOTER

Past BIRMA president and current New Yorker, Joe Meszaros, advises that he recently
earned two New York State SPORTRIFLE medals…Iron Sights and Adirondack
League…1000 Islands…as Most Improved. Congrats, Joe!

DUES

Dues for the 2020-21 fiscal year are $20 for members under 71; $12 for those 71 or older.
You can remit at any meeting or mail checks - payable to BIRMA - to BIRMA, c/o
68-3888 Lua Kula St #5, Waikoloa, HI 96738 or online at our web site (Donations).

BIRMA MINUTES
Traxler’s Home
Kailua-Kona

August 22, 2020

BOARD MEETING

The Board of Directors (BOD) meeting was called to order by President, Al Lamke at
10:44 AM.

Board attendees: Al Lamke, Shane Gardner , Debbie Gardner, Nestorio Domingo, Dave
Bateman, Jim Hussey and Jim Traxler.

Minutes – February 22, 2020 meeting minutes approved.
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The Treasurer's report was approved with a bank balance of $521.94 as of 08/22/20.
The BIRMA Scholarship for $2,000 was disbursed to Hilo Community College for Ethan
Landt. All annual business report requirements have been completed by the Treasurer.

Welfare: Flowers were sent to Lucy Moody in Bereavement of Bob’s passing.

Scholarship: Ethan Landt, the 2020 awardee, will enter Hilo Community College this
semester. Neal has sent out “thank you” e-mails to all of the other applicants. The BOD
voted to postpone the BIRMA Scholarship and plan for awarding it again in 2022. The
primary reasons for this decision was the limited funds in the BIRMA account and the
unknowns about how the school system can respond during COVID.

Membership: Total Membership is 80 members. Shane has identified another 25
members that are inactive. He will continue to review the status of the inactive members
with help from our active members who might be able to help verify their locations and
interest in maintaining membership.

Publicity: To restate from previous minutes, Neal is providing newspaper notice for the
East side and Jim will take care of the West side. We will continue to use telephone for
contacting members if they do not RSVP within a week of the meeting. The Bulletin
remains our primary method of informing the membership. Neal has provided media
notices to three Big Island newspapers about the Scholarship Award to Ethan Landt. The
BOD tabled the decision on ordering additional BIRMA pamphlets until the next meeting.

Legislative: No report.

Faded Glory: Continue to turn flags into Al Lamke or a Veteran’s Organization that you
might be involved with. There is no date picked for our next flag retirement ceremony.

Programs: The next BIRMA meeting is scheduled for October 24th. Due to the
uncertainty because of COVID-19, Jim volunteered to work with Neal on what might
work best in October. Obviously, the situation on the ground in early October will drive
that recommendation.

Elections: Given the inability to have our annual election of Officers and Directors in June
and uncertainty about when we can get the Membership together, the BOD voted to
extend the term of the existing officers and board until a new election in June, 2021. All in
attendance agreed to stay on in their current elected position.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 AM.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING/LUNCHEON
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Al started the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance and lunch was provided by Carol
Traxler. There was no formal program, but it was a fun social gathering.

The 50/50 drawing was for $49.00 with $24.00 to BIRMA and $25.00 to the Jim and
Cheryl Hussey. Jim and Cheryl donated their winnings to BIRMA.

The last of the social gathering broke up at about 4:00 PM.


